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FEETING-LOUSE OF THg SOCISTY OF FRIKYDS (WUsESKS) - &f . Cra®ev |
' Crappeagua, Viesbchezter Co., L. Y. : B l”“':'

Location

- Tris old meeting-house of Lthe Micksite branch of the Societby
of Friends (ipuekers) stends oﬁ the west =ide of Pines Rridze koad
about two mi}és northwest of the Village of Chappagus, in the Town
of Xevr Cestle. This towm, Torwerly vart of the lurger Town of
Torth Castle, was still earlior included in the ¥Ysnor of Zcarsdale
(granzed by royal patent in 1701 to Culeb Heuthcote), one of the
six grsut wmenors thul coaprised the County of Vestchester. The

village, at first occupied by Indiuns urd runed by thew Chappagua,

wus £attled by Qualkers.

See Bolton's or Scharf's Hist. of
westohester Co.

" was esbtablished in 1745, and held in nrivate houses

Their "Keseting
until this weeting-house wus bHuilt in 1752-3.

Description end History

1

“as been in rogular use sinee it

8

Considerirg thut the buildin;
was eracted, but sllzhtly altered end repsired, it is in a remurkably
pocd state of rreservation, As ¥ieved by the architects of the
prasent survey, one sees a large frame dbuilding with clapboarded

sides and two stories of windows, the second story inside being a

balecony. The ertire desizn is anstere, reflescting the characteristic
lack of ostentetion of this sescei. here is no enrichuent, the few
acldings beirg siaple. architscturally the exterior is unimpressive,

but one is struck by the straightforwardness end suitability of the inter-
ior. Tt has an suthentic wvmoswphere of nigh-ninded worship.

Tts story is fammd in the records of the Society which built it.
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lseting~House of the Sociaty of Friends N.Y

- CHAP YV

This bas bew=n gathared wnd written by ¥r. John Ccx, Jr., keeper of (-

- records and.histcrian for Friends in both Yew York City end Chappagua.

_ﬁriefly, when Chappagua Friends in 1752 desired a meeting-houss, the
konthly Yeeting of Numaroneck amppoirted au comwitbee who reported to
the Quarterly Meeting that they had viewed a pluce "which may wnswer'.
A house 2C x 26 feet, having posts 18 feet high, was allowed, and a
comsaitbee was directved to employ laborers and carpenters to build it.

The North Castle Town records rhow that the house was there in 1753 by

~ 1

the time road districts were assizned, “or these met "ct the meeting
house™. In 1754, subscriptions were tuken in both lsnthly Meetings
(tim.aroneck and Uhlong) to way for und finish the Chappaqua house.
In 1778 an addition was to bé made to the north end of the build-
ing, 20 fest wide wnd 12 feet in breadth, 18 fezt in height on the
.. . o sauth and 10 feet on the nurth. Ivis was rerorted not entirely finish-
ed, in 1780. MNr. Cox, himself an architect, explains: "I belleve from
this evidence und the lack of urny other uention of the house (and the
measuremonts agrecing) that.part of the easterly tvo buys of the
present house may "wuve been built in 17535 that They were extended
northerly in 1778 to the present depth of the building, uand {that, either
then or at coume date aftcr 1785, the north extansion vas carried up full
heizht and the present rovof framed. Certainly the western thres buys
wore added after all this had beon done, and before 1800, but owing to
the loss of the early .iinutes we do not krow the date.
"In the widdle of the last century, the shingled sides were covered
with the present clapbourding, the roof slatad, and part of the stone
heorse-block extending along t.o sides war covered by the present piazua.

"The interior is little changed, except by the rewoval of the sliding



Yeeting-House bf the_Sdﬁiety of Ffigh&s

| - G- CuaRY
partition in 1903. The deck-like curve of the gallery girders is L
due to the rain from the euves sebtling the outer foundutions.  The
present floor was lsaid 16#@1 over tre old curved floor. The walls
wore £illed, in the.original construction, with a mixture of cluy, a
1ittle lime, and a 1little cut straw -« an esrly atitempt to weathere
proof a house. The oak postr are as clean cubt and reliable ws were the
strong souls who fromed and raised the house, wnd worshipped in it.

"After the lamentable Separatinn of 1828, the Orthodox branch built
themsslves & meeting house north of the old horse sheds. The houses
were neasr enough so thet, in sumrer with open doors, a speaker could
preach Eg his congregeation and EE the other one, and it appears to have
caused no trouble. In 1883, the latter house was removed, and the
present meeting house on King Street in the wvillage was buili”.

Fron ¥r. (ox's secount of the old meeting-~house in

The Quarterly Bulletin, Wastchester Co. Historical
Soc., vol. 5, no. 3, July, 1929, pp. 65-68.

The position of the sliding partifion which ir. Cox .Lentions was
along the central north-ond-south line of posts. He has explained the

use of such partiticn or shutters in nis book on

quakerism in New York City (1%3C), pp. 110-112:
"g+ile Guekers have been noted for their recognition in theory of
women's equality with men, this has not azlways been aintained in
practice. Business meetings vere held separately by men and women in
wuaker meating-houses. Partitions were sco adjusted as to separate the
two groups, who acted in a system similar to the two branches of =
legislature”.

1

Tor over a century and three-quarters this house has served in

peace und war. after the bettle of White Plains on Oct. 28, 1776, when
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Washington retired with part of his urmy to & fortified camp ut North - i~

Custle, he cartad the wounded Continentuls to this meeting-house which

was offered as & temporary hospital. A4 bronzs tablet by the roadside

commemarates the heroisi of those wico died and were buried in the ad-
Joining hillside ceuwsetsry.

Written, Karch 31, 1934, by

Thomas Vi, Hotchkiss
118 Pine St., Peekskill, N. Y.

Appraved; &Q M %"C&‘
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